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1. VICTOR LOUIS’S DOWNPLAYING IN ISRAELI PRESS OP SOVIET 
SUPPORT FOR ARAFAT AND THE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION IN MOSCOW 
(TEL AVIV REPTEL) IS CONSIDTENT WITH THE LINE BEING 
PEDDLED HERE (MOSCOW REFTELS) AND STRENGTHENS OUR RET IFF 
THAT SOVIETS WHILE ANXIOUS TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR TIES AND 
INPLUENCE WITH PALESTINIANS, ARE RELUCTANT TO MAKE A PUBLIC 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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SUMMIT. 

2. LOUIS'S TRIAL BALLOON ON RESUMPTION OF SOVTF.T-TSR AF.LT 
RELATIONS SEEMS DESIGNED PRIMARILY AS NOT-SO-SUBTLE REMINDER 
TO ARAB GOVERNMENTS (AND POSSIBLY TO US AS WELL) THAT USSR 
HAS OPTIONS, TOO, IF US DIPLOMATIC COUP IN EGYPT WORKS AGAINST 
SOVIET INTERESTS. MOSCOW FOREIGN AFFAIRS PUBLIC LECTURER 
NOVEMBER 23 FLOATED SAME BALLON. ASKED WHAT EBAN WAS DOING 
IN ROMANIA, HE SAID THERE WERE RUMORS THAT ROMANIA WOULD 
MEDIATE RESUMPTION OF SOVIET-ISRAELI RELATIONS. LECTURER 
SAID IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO THINK OF RESUMPTION UNTIL ISRAEL 
FULFILLED ITS "OBLIGATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY", BUT 

HE DID NOT COMPLETELY CLOSE DOOR ON IDEA. IN PRIVATE CONVER- 
SATIONS, INFORMED SOVIETS HERE HAVE FOLLOWED LINE THAT 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL CANNOT PRECEDE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

3. WHILE AT THIS POINT MOSCOW -GENERATED TALK OF RESUMPTION 
OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL SEEMS INTENDED MAINLY FOR EFFECT, IT 
WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING IF THE SOVIETS WERE SERIOUSLY CON- 
SIDERING RESUMPTION AS ONE OF WAYS OF COMING OUT OF 
DIPLOMATIC COLD. PRECONDITION FOR RESUMPTION, IN OUR VIEW, 
WOULD BE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH (I) MOSCOW COULD DEPICT AS SIGN OF 
ISRAELI MODERATION AND THUS SQUARE WITH CURRENT SOVIET 
HOSTILITY TOWARD ISRAEL AND (2) WOULD BE POSITIVE ENOUGH 

FROM ARAB VIEWPOINT TO ENABLE SOVIETS TO RECONCILE RESUMPTION 
WITH CONTINUED GOOD SOVIET RELATIONS WITH ARABS. 

DUBS 
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